LECTURE   II.

THE SOUL AND G<m

Extracts from tho Upanisliads.    I. From tlio
E!o///a ITpanisliacL

I SHALL to-clay give you first of ail a few
specimens of the style in which the Upanishads
are written.

In one of the Upanishads we read of a father
who glories in having- made a complete and perfect
sacrifice by surrendering all that he could call his
own, to the gods. Thereupon his son, his only
son, seems to have taunted him with not having
sacrificed him also to the gods. This has been
considered as a survival of human sacrifices in
India, just as Abraham's willingness to sacrifice
Isaac has been accepted as a proof of the former
existence of similar sacrifices among the Hebrews.
It may be so, but nothing is said in our case of
a real killing of the son. After the father has
said that he would give his son to Death, we find